The superiorly based auricular flap.
A regional random pattern flap is described which may be used to cover the mastoid area in cases in which the inferior auricle and adjacent tissue have been removed by trauma or surgery. The viability of this vascularized tissue offers a distinct advantage over skin grafting when protection of exposed facial nerve and mastoid contents is required, especially when compromised by irradiation or infection. The superiorly based auricular flap is created by removing all cartilage from the auricular remnant. The resulting skin-perichondrial flap, covering the medial and lateral surfaces of the upper ear, is unfolded to cover the inferiorly located defect. The resulting cosmetic deformity, with loss of upper auricle contour, is a disadvantage of this flap which may be mitigated by the use of a prosthesis. After the superiorly based auricular flap is described, a case is presented.